
BEFORE THE WESTLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 

IN THE MATTER OF Combined resource consent proposal to subdivide land into 
17 allotments (including amalgamation condition) and land 
use consent to erect a total of 12 dwellings, including no 
more than one dwelling per allotment on Lots 1 to 12, and to 
form an unformed legal road for residential access, resulting 
from the three stage subdivision of land legally described as 
Lots 8 to 29 DP 142, Part RS 1300, 1589 and 4363, and RS 
1421, 1588 and 1602-1603 within the Rural Zone, 117 
Arthurstown Road, Hokitika.   RC220120 RC230030 

APPLICANT Forest Habitats Limited 

MINUTE N0. 5 OF INDEPENDENT COMMISSIONER 

DATED 15 NOVEMBER  2024 



Introduction  

 
1. This minute responds to the memorandum received from the applicant’s legal counsel 

received by Council on 30 October which has been forwarded to me (copy attached).  
 

Background  

 
2. The hearing resumed on 25 September 2024. After I issued Minute No. 4 on 26 September 

2024, I issued an email on 30 September 2024 clarifying the questions that the applicant said 
they would respond to in writing. Following this, the reporting officer responded on 2 
October 2024, while the applicant’s right of reply was received on 21 October 2024. 
Subsequently, an unsolicited memorandum was received from the applicant’s legal Counsel 
on 30 October 2024 which essentially raises concerns with the conduct of the hearing.  

 

Response 

 

3. The memorandum was provided to the Council’s lawyers who advised that they had reviewed 
the relevant records and were satisfied that natural justice had not been breached.  The 
Council’s lawyers have advised the applicant’s legal counsel that the hearing procedure was 
appropriate and fair in the circumstances, as such, complied with s 39 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991.   
 

4. I do not intend to respond to the concerns raised in the memorandum and neither will I be 
influenced by them.  I will make an independent and impartial decision based solely on the 
evidence and as guided by the statutory documents. 

 

Directions  
 

5. There is no direction as a consequence of this minute.  
 
Process going forward  

 

6. I intend to resume my consideration of the application.  Once I have completed a thorough 
review, I will decide whether further information is required.  If it is, I will issue a further 
minute requested that information.  If it is not, I will close the hearing and issue a decision in 
due course.   
 

 

 
Mark Geddes 

Independent Hearing Commissioner 

 
















