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Statement of evidence of Anna Margaret Johnson for B M Loader 

1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 

2. My full name is Anna Margaret Johnson. I hold a Bachelor of Environmental Planning specified 

programme in Environmental Planning specialisation in Society, Politics and the Environment 

from the University of Waikato. I currently hold an Intermediate membership with the New 

Zealand Planning Institute.   

3. I have worked in the field of planning since 2014. During that period, I have held roles with 

private consultancies and the Westland District Council.  

4. EXPERT WITNESS STATEMENT 

5. This evidence has been prepared in accordance with the 

for Expert Witnesses (2023). I confirm that I have read and agree to comply with that Code, and 

I have not omitted to consider material facts known to me that might alter or detract from the 

opinions expressed in this evidence. 

6. SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

7. This evidence provides information and consideration on the following matters 

 Background information 
 Description of the proposal and site context 
 Relevant statutory provisions and assessment 
 Assessment of environmental effects 
 Consideration of submissions 
 Response to 42A Report 
 Proposed conditions 

 
8. BACKGROUND AND PROPOSAL 

9. The proposed application is for a s 127 variation to resource consent 220119 (Appendix B) which 

provided for the construction of melody hall and associated car parking area. The original 

resource consent did not provide for commercial activity and placed strict restrictions on how 

often the hall can be utilised, being five times a year. The application was lodged during October 

of 2023 and aimed to increase the potential use of the hall and activity types which may be held.  

10. As a result of further information requests, affected party submissions, Council consultation and 

the original 42A Report produced by the planning officer. The activity originally proposed has 

been considerably reduced, with the most recent amendment being submitted to Council on 

the 29th of July 2025 (Appendix C).  

11. The current proposal includes the use of Melody Hall for the purpose of both community and 

commercial events to a maximum usage of 30 events per annum. This is an increase of 25 events 

per year as compared to that originally approved. It is noted that these events do not include 
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the use of the hall for civil defence purposes which has been volunteered by the applicant in 

order to serve the Westland community. A maximum of 150 guests may be accommodated on 

site at any one time plus up to six staff members. The hall may only be utilised from Thursday 

through to Sunday and public holidays with restricted hours of operation as listed within the 

following draft conditions. No amplified musical instruments will be utilised at any time.     

12. Affected party approvals for the original application lodged during October of 2023 were 

received from eight neighbouring occupants and Waka Kotahi. As the proposed changes resulted 

in a considerable reduction in potential effects, Council did not request updated approvals post 

application amendments. 

13. The proposed application does not involve any changes to built form, servicing infrastructure, 

lighting as approved within the original application. The primary physical changes have been 

completed including the construction of the additional car parking area and associated removal 

of vegetation as discussed above. 

14. The proposal will not result in a change in activity status of the original resource consent 

application, being discretionary.  

15. SITE DESCRIPTION 

16. At the time of the original application, the site was legally described as Lot 2 DP 577153, held 

within a single Record of Title 1064288. There were no relevant interests on the title which will 

affect the proposal. The right of way (ROW) easement is in favour of the site and is registered 

over adjoining Lot 1 DP 577153. Therefore, the easement itself is offsite. During March of 2024, 

the site was amalgamated with Lot 2 DP 599408 on the western side of Greymouth-Kumara 

Tramway, resulting in a new Record of Title, identifier being 1167372. Lot 2 DP 599408 is not 

affected by the application.    

17. The site is located within the Rural Zone of the Operative District Plan (ODP) and General Rural 

Zone of the Te Tai o Poutini Plan (PDP)The site, is located within Kumara Junction, situated 

adjacent to the rural residential settlement of Kahikatea Place. The property is 5.2116ha in area 

and contains the newly constructed and lawfully established community building, being Melody 

Hall shown as proposed hall in the following Appendix A. Building consent has been obtained 

and the works have been completed, receiving code of compliance certification. No physical 

changes are proposed to the structure. The application site also involves a car parking area which 

is located within the road reserve of Greymouth-Kumara Tramway. A licence to occupy is 

present for the use if of this space. This will be amended where the amended parking plan is 

approved by Council.  

18. The West Coast Wilderness Trail traverses the road reserve in front of the proposed site.   
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19. The site is predominantly covered in indigenous vegetation, which will be retained in accordance 

with the original resource consent 220119, excluding that which has occurred to complete the 

proposed changes to the car parking area. Additional vegetation clearance required to 

accommodate to proposed variation will not exceed 500m2 at a very conservative estimate. In 

reality, the vegetation clearance is likely to be no more than 250m2. Approximately 1,000m2 of 

vegetation clearance has already occurred on site as a component of the proposed activity. All 

remaining clearance occurred within the road reserve, outside of the Record of Title, as 

approved via resource consent 220119. 

20. The immediate surroundings include rural and residential activity. The site is located directly 

adjacent to the large lot residential subdivision of Kahikatea Place; however, the structure is 

primarily screened from view of these properties by the existing vegetation coverage and built 

form within the residential subdivision itself.  

21. The site is not serviced by any reticulated three waters infrastructure. Power and 

telecommunication connections will not change as compared to that originally proposed and 

approved via the Building Consent process. All servicing has been addressed and installed via 

Building Consent 230002 and 230002.A1, which involved an amendment to the plumbing layout 

internally.  

22. The site is provided vehicle access from Greymouth Kumara Tramway. The vehicle accesses have 

been constructed within the road reserve to serve the approved car parking in accordance with 

RC220119, which has a licence to occupy granted via Destination Westland. 

23. STATUTORY AND PLANNING FRAMEWORK 

24. Resource Management Act Section 104 

25. Section 104 of the Act requires that the relevant provisions of the relevant operative and/or 

proposed plan(s), or any other matter the consent authority considers relevant and reasonably 

necessary, to be considered when assessing an application. In this instance, in addition to the 

relevant planning documents that require consideration are: 

 The West Coast Regional Policy Statement 
 Operative Westland District Plan 
 Proposed Te Tai o Poutini Plan 

 
26. ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS  

27. Permitted Baseline   

28. The permitted baseline for the proposal is associated with the existing environment approved 

via resource consent 220119 and the relevant provisions of the ODP and PDP.  
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29. The proposed activity does not involve a change to the bulk and location of buildings. No new 

failures to the standards of Table 5.7 of the ODP are proposed.   

30. Resource consent 220119 provided for five non commercial events per year. This permitted 

baseline allows for events such as weddings, community events, funerals, etc. where no financial 

exchange is made and no staff are present. The original consent also allows for the use of the 

hall from Monday to Sunday with hours of operation not being limited in the mornings, and all 

events may occur until midnight any day of the week. The proposed amendments will increase 

the frequency of use of the hall by 25 events a year (7% of the calendar year increase), however 

hours and days of operation will be reduced. 

31. Overall, the proposed development has been assessed as in accordance with the permitted 

baseline of the PDP. It is acknowledged that community facilities and community halls are 

permitted activities within the General Rural Zone where all standards are met. Where these are 

not met, the activities range from Controlled to Restricted Discretionary, which demonstrates 

the PDP recognises that these uses are appropriate, however some conditioning may need to 

be imposed. The activity is not only anticipated but explicitly provided for and encouraged by 

the Plan. The reduced controls demonstrate the intent of the Plan is stimulate grown in small 

townships, without imposing unreasonable restrictions or development requirements. 

32. Visual, Character and Amenity Effects  

33. As a result of the permitted baseline discussed above and the existing environment, adverse 

visual and character effects associated with the proposed variation and continued use of the hall 

premises are likely to be less than minor and in keeping with the intentions of the OPD and PDP 

in respect to character, bulk and build form. The formed parking area and retention of 

indigenous vegetation will retain the clear delineation between the public and private 

environment for patrons.   

34. The additional activity is required in order to support the use of the hall as originally intended. 

The present restrictive conditions, which were originally volunteered, do not allow for the use 

of the site for the purpose of a function space. Overall, the character and intensity of the 

proposal has been assessed as appropriate and in keeping with the highly modified immediate 

surroundings.   

35. Adverse effects upon amenity for surrounding occupants have been addressed through 

restriction of hours of operation, days of operation, limited annual events, noise conditioning 

and retention of vegetative screening. Overall, adverse effects have been assessed as less than 

minor as compared to that approved within the original application.  
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36. Noise 

37. It is intended that no changes will be made to the noise conditioning within the original resource 

consent. As a result, noise production will remain in accordance with the permitted activity 

standards of the ODP. This has been demonstrated as achievable via the Marshall Day Acoustics 

report supplied to Council on the 29th of July 2025 as a component of the amended application 

(Appendix C). The effects of noise upon rural residential character and amenity have been 

addressed through limited days and hours of operation and the number of events which may 

occur each year. The hall may only be operational for 8% of the calendar year. No events will 

occur past midnight, which is consistent with the original resource consent. Overall, adverse 

effects will be less than minor.    

38. Lighting and Glare 

39. The proposed activity will take place within the existing building, which will not result in changes 

to the established lighting outputs. All lighting is installed in accordance with Building Code 

requirements and is not directed to the road or any neighbouring properties. Light spill will be 

contained within the site.  

40. Traffic  

41. The application includes evidence produced by Novo Group transport engineers which has 

confirmed the activity will not adversely affect the transport network, including the State 

Highway and the Wilderness Trail where the proposed conditions are implemented.  

42. The proposed variation will not affect occupants of the car parking area and their ability to enter 

and exit onto the formed carriageway of Greymouth-Kumara Tramway in a forward motion in 

accordance with the original consent. Please see Appendix C for the amended car parking plan 

which includes both existing and proposed car parking spaces. Existing car parking spaces have 

been shaded in black. Overall, the effects associated with the additional car parking spaces are 

likely to be positive, as this will ensure there is no overflow of cars into the road formation where 

the facility is operating at capacity. This change is required for the functional need of the hall as 

public transport is not available to the site.  

43. Overall, adverse effects upon the transport network are anticipated as likely to be less than 

minor as the activity will serve existing users of the hall. The increase in the number of events 

which may be held each year will not result in a notable impact upon the transport network as 

the site will be utilised to serve the existing community as a function space, it will not be likely 

to be frequently utilised as a destination or attraction for tourism functions. The transport 

network has been designed to accommodate these forms of activities, including the traffic 

generation associated with them. 
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44. Natural Hazards 

45. The proposed variation to the approved land use will not be likely to accelerate, worsen or result 

subsidence, slippage or inundation from any source as compared to that originally approved. 

46. Cultural Values 

47. The proposed development will occur within a modified commercial and residential 

environment and will not directly affect any area or feature of cultural significance. The activity 

will not result in notable impacts upon cultural values and  as compared 

to that originally approved. 

48. Natural Environment 

49. The proposed activity will occur within a modified commercial and mixed use environment, and 

will therefore not unacceptably affect natural character, landscapes and ecosystems. Due to the 

minor nature of the proposed variation, water quality will not be notably affected. the amended 

car parking has been predominantly cleared of vegetation historically (including the area around 

the shed) and as a component of the approved resource consent 220119. Additional vegetation 

clearance required to accommodate to proposed variation will not exceed 500m2 at a very 

conservative estimate. In reality, the vegetation clearance is likely to be no more than 250m2. 

Approximately 1,000m2 of vegetation clearance has already occurred on site as a component of 

the proposed activity. All remaining clearance occurred within the road reserve, outside of the 

Record of Title, as approved via resource consent 220119. This is permissible within the Rural 

Zone.  

50. Positive Effects  

51. The proposed activity will provide for a social and community hub within an area of Westland 

which is characterised by rural residential and residential activity, including Kumara Junction to 

the south of the site and Camerons to the north. By allowing for commercial use of the hall, the 

activity will encourage community centric events, including weddings, funerals, fundraisers, 

music events, etc. This will directly contribute to the vibrancy and social wellbeing of the local 

community.  

52. The activity will also provide for the use of the site for the purpose of civil defence emergency 

management. The applicant has volunteered the hall for use of civil defence staff and volunteers 

for both emergency events and general procedures and training. Procedures and training events 

are proposed to be limited to one event a month, providing for the resilience of the Westland 

community.   
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53. Conclusion  

54. Based on the above assessment, any effects from the proposal are considered to be less than 

minor overall. The development will result in an optimum use of available land resource for the 

provision of social well-being and health and safety. 

55. ASSESSMENT AGAINST STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

56. Resource Management Act Part II 

57. The purpose of the Act, as set out under section 5(2) is to promote the sustainable management 

of natural and physical resources. The relevant matters in Sections 6, 7 and 8 of the RMA also 

require consideration. 

58. Section 5 provides the purpose of the Act, which is sustainable management of natural and 

physical resources. Sustainable management is then defined as the following:  

59. 

and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people and communities to provide 

for their social, economic, and cultural well-being and for their health and safety while  

 sustaining the potential of natural and physical resources (excluding minerals) to meet 

the reasonably foreseeable needs of future generations; and 

 safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil, and ecosystems; and 

  

60. This application demonstrates, through the following assessment of environmental effects, that 

it is consistent with the purpose of the Act as outlined in Section 5 of this report. The activity will 

provide for social and economic well-being through supporting the established settlements of 

Hokitika, Kumara Junction and Greymouth through the provision of a new venue able to be 

utilised to support private and community functions. It is considered that the life supporting 

capacity of the surrounding environment will not be unacceptably affected by the proposal. 

61. Section 6 of the Act outlines matters of national importance that all persons shall recognise and 

provide for when exercising functions and powers under the Act in relation to managing the use, 

development and protection of natural and physical resources. No matters of national 

importance have been considered relevant to the proposal. Significant natural hazards will not 

affect the proposed site beyond that associated with the original resource consent 220119.  

62. Section 7 outlines other matters that all persons exercising powers and functions under the Act 

shall have particular regard to. The following matters have been identified as relevant to this 

application:  
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(b) The efficient use and development of natural and physical resources: 

(c) The maintenance and enhancement of amenity values:  

(f)  Maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment: 

63. The proposed activity will result in less than minor effects and will therefore not result in 

unacceptable adverse effects in relation to the matters outlined in section 7 of the Act. The 

proposal will maintain amenity values and the quality of the existing settlement environment 

due to the retention of the originally imposed noise restriction condition.       

64. Section 8 outlines the requirements for the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi to be taken into 

account when exercising functions under the Act. Broadly the principles of the Treaty of 

Waitangi can be defined as:  

 Partnership  

 Protection  

 Participation  

65. The Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi have been taken into account as a part of this 

assessment. It is concluded that the proposal will not be contrary to the above relevant 

principles and consultation with local Tangata Whenua is not considered necessary.  

66. In summary, this application demonstrates that Part 2 of the Act has been given effect to when 

considering the proposed activity. The proposal is therefore consistent with the purpose and 

principles of the Act and accords with the definition of sustainable management. 

67. West Coast Regional Policy Statement (RPS) 

68. The following provisions have been considered applicable to the proposed s 127 variation 

application due to the existing nature of the built environment and associated servicing. 

 Section 4 Resilient and Sustainable Communities  

 Section 5 Use and Development of Resources.  

69. These sections aim to enable sustainable and resilient communities and to ensure appropriate 

development is supported in order to enhance community social and economic wellbeing. The 

objectives and policies recognise the requirement for resource use and development for the 

successful function of the community. The application has been assessed as consistent with the 

relevant objectives and policies. The activity will provide for a valuable community and social 

hub within close proximity to Kumara Junction, which presently does not have a community 

facility within close proximity. The activity will provide for social and economic wellbeing of the 
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Westland community whilst maintaining amenity values through the proposed conditioning. 

Safety and resilience will be provided for through the use of the hall for the purpose of civil 

defence emergency management and procedures. Overall, the activity is consistent with the 

above sections of the RPS.  

70. Operative Westland District Plan 

71. Part 3 and 4 

72. The following provisions have been considered applicable to the proposed s 127 variation 

application due to the existing nature of the built environment and associated servicing. 

 Objective 3.1  Sustainable Communities 

 Objective 3.4  Infrastructure and Servicing 

 Objective 3.9  The Built Resource  

 Policy 4.4  Amenity  

 Policy 4.6  Infrastructure and Servicing  

73. The proposal will encourage social and economic wellbeing in a manner which will not 

unacceptably adversely affect the natural and physical resources of the Westland District. The 

activity is not contradictory to the principles of sustainable development. The location of the 

site with respect to the established Townships of Hokitika, Greymouth and Kumara is considered 

appropriate for low intensity commercial use in order to support both residents and visitors. The 

proposed changes will allow the hall to be utilised for the originally intended purpose. 

74. The proposed activity will support the distinctive character of the settlement of Kumara and 

surrounds. The retention of vegetation will retain the natural character aesthetic associated 

with the area, whilst the built form of the development will remain predominantly screened. As 

discussed, the built form will not change and is lawfully established. The siting of the additional 

car parking has been assessed as appropriate and will result in positive effects. Environmental 

quality will be maintained in line with pre-development conditions. Residential amenities will 

not be notably compromised due to the nature of the car parking activity and established soft 

screening within neighbouring properties.  

75. Policy 4.4 provides for a range of activities to occur within the Westland District where adverse 

effects upon neighbours are avoided or mitigated. As discussed in detail within Part 4 of this 

report, adverse effects upon neighbouring occupants will be less than minor as compared to 

that associated with the established commercial use on site. Adverse effects such as 

overshadowing and loss of privacy are not anticipated. Settlement character will be maintained. 
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76. The original application involves an ITA produced by Novo Group which has been assessed by 

Waka Kotahi. Affected party approval has been provided for the original application, which has 

since been reduced in scale and intensity. The information supplied with the application and 

associated addendum has demonstrated that, where the draft conditions are implemented, the 

proposed activity will not unacceptably compromise the State Highway network in respect to 

functionality and safety.   

77. Overall, the proposed variation activity is consistent with the above objectives and policies. 

78. Part 5 

79. The proposed variation will not result in any new Table 5.7 rule failure as compared to that 

originally approved via resource consent 220119. No physical changes to the hall are proposed, 

noise standards will continue to be met, signage will remain as originally approved. It is noted 

that the Rural Zone Table 5.7 does not involve rules in respect to hours of operation. 

80. Part 8 

81. The proposal will fail to meet the standards of 8.10.1 which require all parking, loading and trade 

vehicle storage areas, except residential parking areas containing less than six spaces, to be 

designed to ensure that vehicles are not required to reverse either onto or off the site. This rule 

also requires all parking spaces shall be set back from the road at least 5m, measured either as 

a straight distance from the road boundary or curved. 

82. This standard requires parking areas for commercial activities to be able to manoeuvre on site 

in order to enter and exit in a forward motion. This standard also requires a 5m setback from 

the front boundary for all car parking spaces as measured in the line the vehicle will take when 

entering the car parking space. Due to the nature of the site, with approved parking located 

within the road reserve, this standard cannot be achieved. Although the additional car parking 

proposed will involve car parks on site (which was not the case with respect to RC220119), these 

car parks will reverse directly onto the formal road reserve, being the approved car parking area. 

Due to the existing environment and the ample manoeuvring provided within the parking area, 

this failure will not adversely affect safety for occupants or road users. Occupants of the car 

parking area will be able to enter and exit onto the formed carriageway of Greymouth-Kumara 

Tramway in a forward motion in accordance with the original consent. Please see Appendix A 

for the amended car parking plan which includes both existing and proposed car parking spaces. 

Existing car parking spaces have been shaded in black. Overall, the effects associated with the 

additional car parking spaces are likely to be positive, as this will ensure there is no overflow of 

cars into the road formation where the facility is operating at capacity. This change is required 

for the functional need of the hall.  
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83. Proposed Te Tai o Poutini Plan 

84. The following provisions have been considered applicable to the proposed s 127 variation 

application due to the existing nature of the built environment and associated servicing. 

 Rural Zone -   Objectives 1-4 

 Rural Zone -   Policies 1-2  Rural Amenity and 

Character 

 Rural Zone -   Policy 8  Non-Rural Activities 

 Transport -   Objectives 1-3 and 5  

 Transport -   Policies 1-2 and 8-11 

85. The above Objectives encourage a range of activities within the Rural Zone where rural character 
and values will not be compromised and existing settlements will be supported. Rural character 
has been modified in this area. The proposal will achieve this and will support the viability of 
Hokitika, Kumara and Greymouth by offering the community more function space for gatherings 
and events of varying natures such as charities, weddings, club meets, etc. The land use will 
provide for the local community and rural services. The site is not known to be subject to 
significant natural hazards.  

86. The proposed activity will improve the long-term viability of the settlements of Hokitika, Kumara 
and Greymouth by offering through the provision of additional community functional space. 
Presently, options for high quality, modern function spaces are limited. The structure is existing 
and will remain unchanged, which will ensure the character of the settlement will not be notably 
affected. The increased availability of use will not unacceptably compromise rural character of 
the already highly modified commercial and residential area. It is likely that the use of the hall 
will remain infrequent and will serve low impact functions, such as sport club meets more 
commonly than music events or party functions. The proposed activity does not involve a 
sensitive use; therefore, reverse sensitivity is not anticipated. 

87. The proposal is low in intensity and will contribute to the effective function of various 
communities throughout the West Coast. The site is presently subject to commercial use 
through the original resource consent. Due to the nature of the proposal and the conditions 
imposed, residential amenity will be maintained.    

88. The application includes an ITA, two transport assessment addendum and future 

correspondence relating to transport queries which demonstrate the activity may be 

undertaken in accordance with the transport objectives and policies where the volunteered 

conditions are imposed. The limited use of the activity and associated vehicle use generation 

will not unacceptably compromise the safety and functionality of the State Highway and local 

road network, as demonstrated within the evidence supplied.  
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89. The proposed increase in vehicle parking will ensure that the site is capable of accommodating 

the intended use without the requirement for off site car parking. Adequate manoeuvring has 

been provided for within both the site and the area of local road reserve subject to a licence to 

occupy.  

90. Affected party approval has been provided by Waka Kotahi, which has included review 

conditions which will ensure the safety of the State Highway network is adequately monitored 

and addressed.  

91. The transport report addendum supplied and associated correspondence demonstrates that the 

Wilderness Trail and associated cycle use will not be compromised by the activity.   

92. Overall, the proposed variation activity is consistent with the above objectives and policies. 

93. CONSULTATION 

94. Consultation has been undertaken with surrounding neighbours by the applicant. This has 

resulted in eight written approvals submitted with the original application. 

95. In addition to this, consultation was undertaken with the submitters during March of 2025 in 

order to hear the submitters concerns, discuss the application changes and to request any 

suggested changes the submitters may have wished to see as part of the application. No changes 

were requested, and the submitters remained opposed. No consultation has occurred post the 

application amendments provided to Council on the 29th of July 2025.  

96. RESPONSE TO SUBMISSIONS 

97. Two submissions have been received from the identified affected parties. These submissions 

cover a variety of matters, some of which are outside of the RMA process and the effects 

identified within the planning officers s 95 Limited Notification Report. The submissions received 

were also not based on the complete application, as the amended hours of operation (submitted 

to Council on the 20th of May 2024) were not circulated to the submitters as a component of the 

notification package. The submissions also dispute the use of amplified music, which was no 

longer proposed after the application amendment supplied to Council on the 13th of May 2024. 

98. The submissions raise concerns with regards to transport effects, including the responsibility of 

any required upgrades to the State Highway network. This has been addressed through the 

review condition required by Waka Kotahi and proposed to obtain affected party approval. The 

response to the s 42A report also includes further evidence to confirm noise and safety effects 

associated with vehicle use will remain less than minor. 

99. Through the proposed maximum number of events per year, operational and capacity 

restrictions, noise conditions and maintenance of vegetative screening, effects associated with 
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the loss of rural character and amenity have been addressed and are considered to be less than 

minor as compared to that originally approved. It is noted that the original resource consent 

220119 allows for no restrictions to the days the hall may be utilised and allows for all events to 

end at midnight, each day of the week. The increase in number of events by 25 per year is 

considered to be reasonable and in accordance with the existing character of the area, which is 

highly modified.          

100. RESPONSE TO SECTION 42A REPORT 

101. A response to the issues raised in the original s 42A report was supplied on the 29th of July and 

included amendments to the application and expert evidence in the form of an acoustic 

assessment produced by Marshall Day Acoustics and an additional transport report produced 

by Novo Group which are taken as read.  

102. The following Appendix C includes the acoustic assessment prepared by Marshall Day Acoustics, 

titled  , 

dated 11th July 2025. This acoustic assessment considers noise effects associated with the use 

of the hall, including the car parking area, vehicle movements in the receiving environment and 

the occupancy of the hall for events as described within the original application. This report has 

determined the effects of noise upon the receiving environment, and in particular the two 

affected parties, will be less than minor. No new condition recommendations have been 

included in this report. It has been concluded that the existing noise condition will be achievable 

and sufficient to mitigate the noise effects of the activity. As a result, no additional conditions 

are proposed with respect to noise management. Please see Appendix C for conclusive detail. 

The following Appendix 2 includes an addendum to the original Integrated Transport 

Assessment dated 

103. 7 October 2024. This addendum dated 18 July 2025 includes a more in-depth assessment of the 

activity 

the intersection with Kahikatea Place. This report has concluded that effects upon the local road 

network and the affected parties will be less than minor with respect to traffic. Overall, no 

adverse effects are anticipated with respect to safety, efficiency and accessibility within the local 

road network. No new transportation conditions have been recommended as a result of this 

addendum. Please see Appendix C for conclusive detail.  

104. The application amendments included a reduction of annual events from 50 to 30, a maximum 

number of occupants being 150 guests and six staff members per event, the exclusion of civil 

defence related events from the maximum number of annual events. Draft conditions were 

supplied in response to those contained within the 42A report and it is noted that vegetation 

conditions have been amended as those proposed within the draft conditions were not 
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achievable. Minor vegetation clearance (no more than 500m2 - within permitted activity 

standards) has occurred within Lot 2 DP 577153 in order to accommodate the amended car 

parking (already constructed) as described within the original application. 

105. As no assessment of the additional evidence and application amendments has been supplied 

prior to the hearing, no further response can be completed.  

106. DRAFT CONDITIONS 

General 
 
1. The proposal is to proceed in general accordance with that described within the variation 

application received XXXX, further information received XXXX and as indicated on plans marked 
as attachment  

 
2. The building may be used for community and private events, which may include the use of staff 

or contractors (up to six at any one time) to support the operation of those events. The site must 
not be used for ongoing retail activity or commercial operations not otherwise authorised by 
this consent. 

 
3. A maximum of 150 guests and a maximum of six (6) staff may be accommodated on site at any 

one time. 
 
4. The exterior of the building must be painted, clad or finished and thereafter maintained in 

muted, natural colours to the satisfaction of Council. 
 
5. The building must be used for a maximum of 30 events per year, excluding civil defence related 

activities. A written record of each event, including the date, duration, and nature of the activity, 
shall be maintained by the consent holder and made available to Council upon request for 
monitoring purposes. The use of the building for civil defence purposes will not be included in 
the definition of an event for the purpose of this resource consent.  

 
Advice Note: Where the building is utilised for civil defence purposes, including emergency 

responses, training and planning, this activity does not meet the definition of an event and will 
not be recorded as per the requirements of condition five (5).   

 
6. The building must be used for no more than one (1) civil defence meeting per calendar month. 

All civil defence meetings must be undertaken in accordance with condition 21. 
 

Advice Note: Civil defence meetings do not include emergency responses, which may take place 
on an as needed basis. 

 
7. The building may be used for community events on no more than four (4) days per week, limited 

to Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and public holidays. A written record of each event, 
including the date, duration, and nature of the activity, shall be maintained by the consent 
holder and made available to Council upon request for monitoring purposes.  

 
Advice Note: Where the building is utilised for civil defence emergency responses, this activity 

does not meet the definition of an event and will not be restricted to the days of operation 
outlined within condition seven (7).   
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Vehicle Access and Parking 
 
8. There must be no more than thirty-eight (38) vehicles parked on the site at any one time. 
 
8.1  of 12 

months, commencing [ from the start date of the activity]. These records must include the timing 
and frequency of events, the number of visitors, and parking occupancy. The records must be 
made available to the New Zealand Transport Agency upon request. If the records indicate that 
events coincide with any known safety incidents, such as crashes or near misses, New Zealand 
Transport Agency may, at the consent holder' s expense, request a road safety report or audit. 
This report will evaluate the SH6/ Greymouth Kumara Tramway intersection and provide 
recommendations to improve safety. These recommendations may include adjustments to the 
timing, duration, and frequency of future events, or other physical improvements to the road 
network. In further consultation with the New Zealand Transport Agency, the consent holder 
must take immediate and practical steps to implement the recommended safety improvements. 

 
8.2 For any event hosting more than 105 guests, the event organiser must agree to a Transport 

Management Plan (TMP) that must include, but is not limited to, the following elements: 
(Beverley Loader 240 Taramakau Highway, Kumara Junction novogroup. co.nz) 

 
a. A requirement for minibuses to transport guests to and from the event (noting there is 

no space available on-site to accommodate coach parking). 
b. Allocation of on- site parking spaces to minibus drop- off and pick-up. 
c. Communication to guests advising them not to drive to the event, as minibus services 

will be provided.  
d. Communication to guests advising them of the minibus schedule, pick-up and drop-off 

points, and any other relevant details. 
 

Advice Note: The Council may seek confirmation that a Transport Management Plan is being 
implemented when required and monitoring of occupancy is being undertaken. Furthermore, 
Council may request evidence that the adjacent road network is not being used to accommodate 
parking associated with this activity and seek to vary the Conditions if issues are arising. 

 
Engineering 
 
9. Stormwater must be managed onsite to ensure no direct discharge of stormwater is made to 

neighbouring properties unless provided for by way of an easement.  
 
10. Sewerage effluent is to be disposed of in accordance with provisions of the relevant New Zealand 

Standard or in accordance with the requirements of the West Coast Regional Council.  
 
11. All power and telecommunication services are to be underground unless inconsistent with 

supplier requirements. 
 
12. Erosion and sediment controls must be implemented during earthworks and construction to the 

satisfaction of Council to ensure sediment or debris does not discharge offsite. 
 
13. Indigenous vegetation clearance must be limited to that described within the application 

received 5th October 2022 and as depicted on the plans attached and marked as A.  
 
14. All remaining indigenous vegetation must be retained for the duration of the activity to preserve 

the desired rural character.  
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Signage 
 
15. The signs must be erected and thereafter maintained in a non- reflective material in general 

 
 
16. The southern entrance sign must not exceed 1047mm in height as measured from existing 

ground level and 2000mm in width. 
 
17. The signs must be well maintained to the satisfaction of Council at all times. Any damage, 

vandalism or deterioration is to be remedied within 14 days of occurrence. 
 
Lighting 
 
18. All artificial lighting must be directed away from Greymouth-Kumara Tramway and neighbouring 

properties.  
 
Noise 
 
19. No amplified musical instruments shall be used at any time. Only acoustic musical instruments 

may be played, and all musical activity shall occur within the building. 
 
20. The consent holder must ensure that all activities on the site are measured in accordance with 

the provisions of NZS 6801: 2008 Acoustics Measurement of environmental sound, and assessed 
in accordance with the provisions of NZS6802: 2008 Acoustics  Environmental. Noise shall not 
exceed the following noise limits at any point within the notional boundary of a residential 
activity, other than a dwelling on the site to which this consent applies, during the following time 
frames: 

 
Monday to Friday 0700-2100hrs 55dBA L 10 
Saturday 0700- 1800hrs 55dBA L 10 
At all other times, including public holidays 45dBA L 10 
 
These noise limits shall not apply to construction noise which shall be assessed in accordance 
with NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics  Construction noise.  

 
Hours of Operation 
 
21. All events (excluding occupation for civil defence emergency responses) must be limited to the 

following hours of operation: 
 
Thursday: 8:00am  9:00pm 
Friday and Saturday: 8:00am  12:00am (midnight) 
Sunday and Public Holidays: 8:00am  7:00pm 
 
All attendees must vacate the site and all event related activities, including pack- down, shall 
cease by the end of each respective time period. 

 
Review 
 
22. If considered necessary by the Westland District Council, the conditions of this consent may be 

reviewed at any time for the following purposes: 
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a. To deal with any adverse effects on the environment which may arise from the exercise 
of this consent and which it is appropriate to deal with at a later stage. 

b. If the information available to the Consent Authority by the applicant contained 
inaccuracies which materially influenced the decision made on the application and the 
effects of the exercise of the consent are such that it is essential to apply more 
appropriate 

 
Costs and Contributions 
 
23. The consent holder must meet all costs associated with monitoring procedures undertaken by 

the Westland District Council, or its agents, to establish compliance with conditions of this 
consent.  

 
107. CONCLUSION 

108. In summary, the amendments to the application and additional evidence supplied demonstrate 

that the application is not inconsistent with the relevant statutory provisions. The proposed land 

use will have an overall positive effect for the social and economic wellbeing of the occupants 

of the Hokitika, Kumara and Greymouth Townships. As the majority of the site will remain 

unchanged, the activity will be in keeping with established character of the neighbourhood, 

without compromising visual amenity values for surrounding land uses. The increase in 

frequency of events by 25 per year has been assessed as appropriate and will ensure effects 

upon rural residential character and amenity will be less than minor as compared to that 

originally approved within resource consent 220119. 

109. We consider that, with the imposition of appropriate consent conditions, any effects of the 

proposed activity will be adequately mitigated such that they are less than minor in nature.  

Accordingly, consent is able to be granted for the proposal.     
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Appendix A  Site Plan 
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Appendix A  Site Plan 
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Appendix B  Resource Consent 220119 
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Appendix C  Application Amendments and Evidence 

  





 

 

 
Our Ref: 220119 

Contact: Joubert Bekker 

 
 
23 December 2022 
 
B M Loader 
C/- Kamahi Planning 
76 Cement Lead Road 
HOKITIKA 7882 
 
fiona@kamahiplanning.co.nz 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RESOURCE CONSENT NUMBER 220119: NON-COMPLYING LAND USE: TO 
CONSTRUCT AN OVERSIZED NON-FARMING BUILDING AND UTILISE A SECTION 
OF ROAD RESERVE FOR PARKING WITHIN THE RURAL ZONE ON LAND LEGALLY 
DESCRIBED AS LOT 2 DP 577153 AND LOCATED AT TARAMAKAU HIGHWAY, 
KUMARA. 
 
I advise that the following decision has been made under delegated authority in respect 
of the above application. 
 
DECISION  
 
Pursuant to Sections 104B and 104D of 

 GRANTS resource consent to 
Beverley May Loader for the activity hereunder described: 
 

To construct an oversized non-farming building and utilise a section 
of road reserve for parking within the Rural Zone on a land legally 
described as Lot 2 DP 577153 and located at Taramakau Highway, 
Kumara. 
 

Pursuant to Section 108 of the Resource Management Act 1991, this consent is issued 
subject to the following conditions: 
 
CONDITIONS  
 
General   
 

1. The proposal is to proceed in general accordance with that described within the 
application received 5th October 2022, further information received 1st, 5th and 
9th December 2022 A , ,  
and . 
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2. The building shall not be utilised for commercial activity and no staff shall be 
employed to support any activities occurring on the premises for the duration of 
the activity.  
 

3. The exterior of the building shall be painted, clad or finished and thereafter 
maintained in muted, natural colours to the satisfaction of Council. 
 

4. The building may be utilised for a maximum of five community events per 
calendar year. A record of those community events shall be held and available to 
Council on request for monitoring purposes.  

 
Vehicle Access and Parking 
 

5. There shall be no more than sixteen (16) vehicles parked on the site at any one 
time. 

 
Engineering 

 
6. Stormwater shall be managed onsite to ensure no direct discharge of stormwater 

is made to neighbouring properties unless provided for by way of an easement. 
 

7. Sewerage effluent is to be disposed of in accordance with provisions of the 
relevant New Zealand Standard or in accordance with the requirements of the 
West Coast Regional Council. 
 

8. All power and telecommunication services are to be underground unless 
inconsistent with supplier requirements. 

 
9. Erosion and sediment controls shall be implemented during earthworks and 

construction to the satisfaction of Council to ensure sediment or debris does not 
discharge offsite. 

 
Vegetation Clearance 
 

10. Vegetation clearance shall be limited to the area indicated on the plan attached 
A . 

 
11. All remaining indigenous vegetation shall be retained for the duration of the 

activity to preserve the desired rural character. 
 
Signage 

 
12. The signs shall be erected and thereafter maintained in a non-reflective material 

in general accordance with the attached plan marked as . 
 
13. The southern entrance sign shall not exceed 1047mm in height as measured from 

existing ground level and 2000mm in width. 
 
14. The signs shall be well maintained to the satisfaction of Council at all times. Any 

damage, vandalism or deterioration is to be remedied within 14 days of 
occurrence.     
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Lighting 
 

15. All artificial lighting is to be directed away from Greymouth-Kumara Tramway 
and neighbouring properties. 
 

Noise 
 

16. No amplified musical instruments shall be used. 
 

17. The consent holder shall ensure that all activities on the site are measured in 
accordance with the provisions of NZS 6801: 2008 Acoustics Measurement of 
environmental sound, and assessed in accordance with the provisions of 
NZS6802:2008 Acoustics  Environmental. Noise shall not exceed the following 
noise limits at any point within the notional boundary of a residential activity, 
other than a dwelling on the site to which this consent applies, during the 
following time frames: 

 
 Monday to Friday 0700-2100hrs 55dBA L 10 
 Saturday 0700-1800hrs 55dBA L 10 
 At all other times, including public holidays 45dBA L 10 

 
These noise limits shall not apply to construction noise which shall be assessed 
in accordance with NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics  Construction noise.  
 

Hours of Operation 
 

18. All events shall be required to finish no later than 12:00am (midnight). 
 

Accidental Discovery  
 

19. In the event of any disturbance of Koiwi Takata (human bones), taoka (artefact 
material) or `pounamu, the consent holder shall: 

 
- Cease any further activity in the immediate vicinity for a period of at least 24 

hours; and  
- Immediately advise the relevant Consent authority of the disturbance; and 
- Immediately advise the relevant Runanga or their authorised representatives 

of the disturbance. 
 

Advice Note: 
 

Work in the vicinity must remain on hold to allow a site inspection by the runanga 
and/or their advisors, who shall determine whether the discovery is likely to be 
extensive and whether a thorough site investigation is required. Until the 
inspection has been completed, no further work can be carried out in the immediate 
area, and therefore work may remain on hold for longer than a 24 hour period 
under some situations. Material discovered shall be handled and removed by 
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tribal elders responsible for the tikaka (custom) appropriate to their removal and 
preservation. 

 
20. If the consent holder identifies any archaeological remains and/or potential 

areas of sites of historical value, the consent holder shall immediately notify the 
Consent Authority, the relevant Runanga and the Regional Archaeologist of the 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust. 
 

Review 
 

21. If considered necessary by the Westland District Council, the conditions of this 
consent may be reviewed at any time for the following purposes: 

 
(a) To deal with any adverse effects on the environment which may arise from the 

exercise of this consent and which it is appropriate to deal with at a later 
stage. 

(b) If the information available to the Consent Authority by the applicant 
contained inaccuracies which materially influenced the decision made on the 
application and the effects of the exercise of the consent are such that it is 
essential to apply more appropriate conditions. 

 
Costs and contributions 

 
22. The consent holder will meet all costs associated with monitoring procedures 

undertaken by the Westland District Council, or its agents, to establish 
compliance with conditions of this consent. 

ADVICE NOTE(S) 
 
1 That compliance in all other respects with Council Bylaws, all relevant Acts, 

Regulations, and rules of law be met. 
 
2 This resource consent does not, in itself, provide for the erection or alternation of 

any buildings. All building work on the land to which this resource consent refers 
may be subject to an application for a building consent pursuant to the provisions 
of the Building Act 2004. 

 
3 This resource consent does not consider West Coast Regional Council 

requirements. Resource Consent will be required for disposal of wastewater where 
the standards of the West Coast Regional Land and Water Plan are not met. 

 
4 Please contact the Westland District Council District Assets Department for Road 

Works/Utilities Connection or Disconnection Consent. 
 
5 A Corridor Access Request (CAR) must be approved by the Westland District 

Council District Assets Department prior to any works being undertaken within 
the legal road reserve. 

 
6 If this property is on-sold to a new owner(s) please ensure a copy of this resource 

consent is forwarded to the new owner(s). 
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7 Charges for the monitoring of compliance with conditions of this consent will be 
set each year in the Annual Plan. Consent holders may submit information to 
Council to demonstrate compliance with conditions of consent which if accepted 
will reduce the need for Council to undertake monitoring and therefore reduce 
associated monitoring fees. 

 
8 It is possible that archaeological sites may be affected by development within the 

District. Evidence of archaeological sites may include burnt and fire cracked 
stones, charcoal, rubbish heaps including shell, bone and/or glass and crockery, 
ditches, banks, pits, old building foundations, artefacts of Maori and European 
origin or human burials. The applicant is advised to contact the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust if the presence of an archaeological site is suspected. Work 
affecting archaeological sites is subject to a consent process under the Historic 
Places Act 1993.  

 
REASONS FOR THE DECISION 
 
1 Subject to the above Conditions, the proposal is not contrary to the relevant 

Objectives and Policies of the Operative or Proposed District Plans.  
 
2 Having regard to Section 104(1)(a) of the Act, the actual and potential adverse 

effects on the environment of granting consent are acceptable as the proposal is 
consistent with the relevant assessment criteria and promotes the sustainable 
management of natural and physical resources. 

 
3 It has been assessed that the proposed development will not detract from the 

amenity of surrounding sites.  
 
4 The proposed development is sustainable, and any adverse effects created from 

the application are acceptable. Overall, the proposal is consistent with the 
purpose and principles of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

 
Right of Objection: Pursuant to section 357 of the Resource Management Act, if you 
disagree with this decision or any of the conditions of consent, you may lodge an 
objection in writing to the Planning Manager, Westland District Council. The objection 
must be received within 15 working days of the receipt of this written decision.  
 
Lapsing of this Consent: Pursuant to Section 125 of the Resource Management Act 
1991, this resource consent will lapse on 24th December 2027 if the consent is not 
exercised before the end of this period. However, this period can be extended under the 
Resource Management Act 1991 upon application to the Consent Authority.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
pp 
 
Joubert Bekker 
Contract Planner 
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29 July 2025

Westland District Council
39 Weld Street
Private Bag 704
Hokitika 7842

Joubert@bekker.co.nz

Dear Joubert,

RESOURCE CONSENT 230134: APPLICATION ADDENDUM: 240 TARAMAKAU HIGHWAY, KUMARA 
JUNCTION

The following information is provided to address the effects identified within the Section 42A Report 
prepared by Joubert Bekker on behalf of the Westland District Council, dated 30th May 2025. 

Noise Effects:

The following Appendix 1 includes an acoustic assessment prepared by Marshall Day Acoustics, titled 
Greymouth Kumara Tramway Community Hall Consent Revision Noise Assessment , dated 11th July 

2025. This acoustic assessment considers noise effects associated with the use of the hall, including the 
car parking area, vehicle movements in the receiving environment and the occupancy of the hall for 
events as described within the original application. This report has determined the effects of noise upon 
the receiving environment, and in particular the two affected parties, will be less than minor. No new
condition recommendations have been included in this report. It has been concluded that the existing 
noise condition will be achievable and sufficient to mitigate the noise effects of the activity. As a result, 
no additional conditions are proposed with respect to noise management. Please see Appendix 1 for 
conclusive detail. 

Transport Effects:

The following Appendix 2 includes an addendum to the original Integrated Transport Assessment dated 
7 October 2024. This addendum dated 18 July 2025 includes a more in depth assessment of the activity 
upon the local road network, including effects upon the affected properties and the intersection 
with Kahikatea Place. This report has concluded that effects upon the local road network and the affected 
parties will be less than minor with respect to traffic. Overall, no adverse effects are anticipated with 
respect to safety, efficiency and accessibility within the local road network. No new transportation 
conditions have been recommended as a result of this addendum. Please see Appendix 2 for conclusive 
detail. 

Community Support:

The following Appendix 3 includes letters of support received by surrounding residents (including those 
who have provided affected party approval) and members of the wider community. It is acknowledged 
that these letters cannot weigh in on the decision and are not considered as expert evidence, however, 
the inclusion of the letters of support demonstrates the value of the proposal to the local community. 
The activity will contribute directly towards the social and cultural wellbeing of the residents of Westland 
and has been embraced positively by many locals.

E: Anna@scoped.nz
T: 021 0869 1484
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Summary of Application Changes:  
 
The primary changes introduced in this addendum to the application include a reduction in proposed 
annual events from 50 to 30.  
 
The amendments also include a maximum number of users, being up to 150 guests and up to six (6) staff 
on site at any one time.    
 
The local community has requested that the hall be available for use during civil defence emergencies as 
a meeting point and organisational hub. The civil defence volunteers will meet to train and plan a 
maximum of once a month in addition to emergency events which cannot be quantified. It is proposed 
that civil defence meetings and emergency response are not classed as events as defined in this 
application. All activities associated with civil defence will not contribute to the above maximum number 
of events per year (30). This is reflected in the following proposed conditions. All civil defence activities 
outside of emergency response will occur within the proposed hours of operation.    
 
The following conditions proposed include those appended to the reporting officers 42A Report. Please 
note, the vegetation conditions have been amended as those proposed within the draft conditions were 
not achievable. Minor vegetation clearance (no more than 500m2 - within permitted activity standards) 
has occurred within Lot 2 DP 577153 in order to accommodate the amended car parking (already 
constructed) as described within the original application.  
 
Amended Conditions: 
 
General 
 
1. The proposal is to proceed in general accordance with that described within the variation application 

received XXXX, further information received XXXX and as indicated on plans marked as attachment 
 

 
2. The building may be used for community and private events, which may include the use of staff or 

contractors (up to six at any one time) to support the operation of those events. The site must not be 
used for ongoing retail activity or commercial operations not otherwise authorised by this consent. 
 

3. A maximum of 150 guests and a maximum of six (6) staff may be accommodated on site at any one 
time. 
 

4. The exterior of the building must be painted, clad or finished and thereafter maintained in muted, 
natural colours to the satisfaction of Council. 
 

5. The building must be used for a maximum of 30 events per year, excluding civil defence related 
activities. A written record of each event, including the date, duration, and nature of the activity, shall 
be maintained by the consent holder and made available to Council upon request for monitoring 
purposes. The use of the building for civil defence purposes will not be included in the definition of 
an event for the purpose of this resource consent.  
 
Advice Note: Where the building is utilised for civil defence purposes, including emergency responses, 
training and planning, this activity does not meet the definition of an event and will not be recorded 
as per the requirements of condition five (5).   
 

6. The building must be used for no more than one (1) civil defence meeting per calendar month. All 
civil defence meetings must be undertaken in accordance with condition 21. 
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Advice Note: Civil defence meetings do not include emergency responses, which may take place on 
an as needed basis. 
 

7. The building may be used for community events on no more than four (4) days per week, limited to 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and public holidays. A written record of each event, including the 
date, duration, and nature of the activity, shall be maintained by the consent holder and made 
available to Council upon request for monitoring purposes.  

 
Advice Note: Where the building is utilised for civil defence emergency responses, this activity does 
not meet the definition of an event and will not be restricted to the days of operation outlined within 
condition seven (7).   

 
Vehicle Access and Parking 

 
8. There must be no more than thirty-eight (38) vehicles parked on the site at any one time. 

 
6.1  of 12 

months, commencing [ from the start date of the activity]. These records must include the 
timing and frequency of events, the number of visitors, and parking occupancy. The records 
must be made available to the New Zealand Transport Agency upon request. If the records 
indicate that events coincide with any known safety incidents, such as crashes or near misses, 
New Zealand Transport Agency may, at the consent holder' s expense, request a road safety 
report or audit. This report will evaluate the SH6/ Greymouth Kumara Tramway intersection 
and provide recommendations to improve safety. These recommendations may include 
adjustments to the timing, duration, and frequency of future events, or other physical 
improvements to the road network. In further consultation with the New Zealand Transport 
Agency, the consent holder must take immediate and practical steps to implement the 
recommended safety improvements. 

 
8.2 For any event hosting more than 105 guests, the event organiser must agree to a Transport 

Management Plan (TMP) that must include, but is not limited to, the following elements: 
(Beverley Loader 240 Taramakau Highway, Kumara Junction novogroup. co.nz) 
 

a. A requirement for minibuses to transport guests to and from the event (noting there is 
no space available on-site to accommodate coach parking). 

b. Allocation of on- site parking spaces to minibus drop- off and pick-up. 
c. Communication to guests advising them not to drive to the event, as minibus services 

will be provided.  
d. Communication to guests advising them of the minibus schedule, pick-up and drop-off 

points, and any other relevant details. 
 
Advice Note: The Council may seek confirmation that a Transport Management Plan is being 
implemented when required and monitoring of occupancy is being undertaken. Furthermore, Council 
may request evidence that the adjacent road network is not being used to accommodate parking 
associated with this activity and seek to vary the Conditions if issues are arising. 
 

Engineering 
 
9. Stormwater must be managed onsite to ensure no direct discharge of stormwater is made to 

neighbouring properties unless provided for by way of an easement.  
 

10. Sewerage effluent is to be disposed of in accordance with provisions of the relevant New Zealand 
Standard or in accordance with the requirements of the West Coast Regional Council.  
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11. All power and telecommunication services are to be underground unless inconsistent with supplier 

requirements. 
 

12. Erosion and sediment controls must be implemented during earthworks and construction to the 
satisfaction of Council to ensure sediment or debris does not discharge offsite. 
 

13. Indigenous vegetation clearance must be limited to that described within the application received 5th 
October 2022 and as depicted on the plans attached and marked as A.  

 
14. All remaining indigenous vegetation must be retained for the duration of the activity to preserve the 

desired rural character.  
 

Signage 
 
15. The signs must be erected and thereafter maintained in a non- reflective material in general 

 
 

16. The southern entrance sign must not exceed 1047mm in height as measured from existing ground 
level and 2000mm in width. 
 

17. The signs must be well maintained to the satisfaction of Council at all times. Any damage, vandalism 
or deterioration is to be remedied within 14 days of occurrence. 

 
Lighting 
 
18. All artificial lighting must be directed away from Greymouth-Kumara Tramway and neighbouring 

properties.  
 

Noise 
 
19. No amplified musical instruments shall be used at any time. Only acoustic musical instruments may 

be played, and all musical activity shall occur within the building. 
 

20. The consent holder must ensure that all activities on the site are measured in accordance with the 
provisions of NZS 6801: 2008 Acoustics Measurement of environmental sound, and assessed in 
accordance with the provisions of NZS6802: 2008 Acoustics  Environmental. Noise shall not exceed 
the following noise limits at any point within the notional boundary of a residential activity, other 
than a dwelling on the site to which this consent applies, during the following time frames: 
 

Monday to Friday 0700-2100hrs 55dBA L 10 
Saturday 0700- 1800hrs 55dBA L 10 
At all other times, including public holidays 45dBA L 10 
 

These noise limits shall not apply to construction noise which shall be assessed in accordance with 
NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics  Construction noise.  
 

Hours of Operation 
 
21. All events (excluding occupation for civil defence emergency responses) must be limited to the 

following hours of operation: 
 

Thursday: 8:00am  9:00pm 
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Friday and Saturday: 8:00am  12:00am (midnight) 
Sunday and Public Holidays: 8:00am  7:00pm 

 
All attendees must vacate the site and all event related activities, including pack- down, shall cease 
by the end of each respective time period. 

 
Review 

 
22. If considered necessary by the Westland District Council, the conditions of this consent may be 

reviewed at any time for the following purposes: 
 

a. To deal with any adverse effects on the environment which may arise from the exercise of 
this consent and which it is appropriate to deal with at a later stage. 

b. If the information available to the Consent Authority by the applicant contained inaccuracies 
which materially influenced the decision made on the application and the effects of the 
exercise of the consent are such that it is essential to apply more appropriate 

 
Costs and Contributions 
 
23. The consent holder must meet all costs associated with monitoring procedures undertaken by the 

Westland District Council, or its agents, to establish compliance with conditions of this consent. 
 
 

I hope this information has been helpful. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact 
me.  

 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Scoped Planning and Design Limited  
 
 
 
 
  
 
Anna Johnson  
Principal Planner 
BEP, M. NZPI 

 

Attachments: Appendix 1 Acoustic Assessment  

 Appendix 2 Integrated Transport Assessment Addendum  Local Road Network 

 Appendix 3 Letters of Support from Local Community 
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11 July 2025 
 
Bev Loader 
C/- Scoped Planning  
65 Jollie Street 
Hokitika 7810 

Attention: Anna Johnson 

GREYMOUTH KUMARA TRAMWAY COMMUNITY HALL  CONSENT REVISION NOISE ASSESSMENT 

Dear Anna  

You have engaged Marshall Day Acoustics to provide a noise assessment to accompany a resource consent 
variation application for Melody Hall, Greymouth-Kumara Tramway. Our assessment focusses on noise 
emissions from proposed events as received by those residential dwellings on the opposite side of 
Greymouth Kumara Tramway where written approval has not been provided. 

We understand the proposed variations to the existing consent (ref 220199) include: 

 Increase from 16 to 38 carparks  

 Increase from 5 community events per year to 30 commercial and community events per year 

 Maximum of 150 guest and 6 staff on site during events  

 A change to operational hours as summarised in Table 1 

Importantly, with respect to noise emissions, the application seeks to retain Condition 16 which excludes the 
use of amplified music. 

Table 1: Melody Hall proposed event times 

Day  Event times  

Thursday  0800  2100 hrs 

Friday and Saturday  0800  0000 hrs 

Sunday and Public Holidays  0800  1900 hrs 
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NOISE STANDARDS 

Existing Consent  

The consent conditions for the existing activity include noise limits that mirror the Westland District Plan 
permitted activity standards (discussed below), and a requirement that no amplified musical instruments are 
to be used. These conditions are included for reference in Appendix A.  

Operative District Plan Noise Standards  

The hall and surrounding houses are in the Rural Zone of the Operative Westland District Plan (WDP) and the 
noise rules outlined in Table 2 apply. The rules apply at any point within the notional boundary1 of residential 
activity. We note the permitted activity noise limits do not apply to traffic movements on public roads. 

Table 2: Westland District Plan noise limits 

Zone Times (hrs) Days  Noise limit (dBA L10)  

Rural 0700  2100 

0700  1800  

Monday  Friday  

Saturday  

55 

 2100  0700  

1800  0700  

0700  0700  

Monday  Friday  

Saturday  

Sunday and public holidays 

45  

 

Te Tai o Poutini Plan 

Te Tai o Poutini Plan (TTPP) is proposed to replace the Buller, Grey and Westland District Plans. This plan has 
been notified and indicates the anticipated noise environment for the area, however provisions relating to 
noise do not yet have legal weight in terms of our assessment.  

Under TTPP the hall is zoned General Rural and the dwellings opposite are Settlement Zone within the Rural 
Residential Precinct. 

The proposed plan states that Noise generated by any activity shall not exceed the following noise limits at 
any point within the notional boundary of any sensitive activity within any site receiving noise
the noise limits in Table 3. 

Table 3: Te Tai O Poutini District Plan noise limits 

Zone  Times (hrs) Days dB LAeq (15 min) dB LAFmax  

General Rural Zone 0700  2200  

0800  2000   

Mon  Fri 

Weekends and public holidays 

55 - 

 2200  0700  

2000  0800  

Mon  Fri 

Weekends and public holidays 

45 75 

Settlement Zone 0700  1900  

0800  1700   

Mon  Fri 

Weekends and public holidays 

55 - 

 19200  0700  

1700  0800  

Mon  Fri 

Weekends and public holidays 

45 70 

 
1 Notional boundary A line 20 meters from any side of a dwelling, or the legal boundary where this is closer to the 
dwelling. 
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The TTPP noise limits are broadly  limits for the rural areas, although the hours of 
application and noise metrics differ. The proposed noise limits are common in rural areas and represent a 
slightly modernised version of the existing rules.   

We also note that any future plan will have to give effect to the National Planning Standards, which require 
noise to be assessed in line with current best practice and, in particular, New Zealand Standard 
NZS - Environmental Noise". (The WDP refers to the 1991 version of this Standard.) 
This will necessitate adoption of the LAeq assessment parameter, rather than the LA10 limit currently used in 
the WDP.  

The TTPP noise limits do not apply to vehicle movements on public roads. 

Discussion 

The existing consented noise limits represent the residential noise amenity that can be anticipated in the 
area. The consent limits mirror the WDP permitted activity standards and are similar to the proposed TTPP 
noise limits. On this basis, we consider that compliance with the consented/WDP noise limits will result in 
noise effects appropriate for the area. 

EXISTING NOISE ENVIRONMENT 

We conducted an ambient noise survey over 1 to 2 July 2025. Attended and unattended measurements were 
undertaken at position MP1 as shown in Figure 1.  

Figure 1: Aerial plan of Melody Hall, neighbouring dwellings and noise measurement location 

 
Table 4 summarises the measured noise levels and the key details of our survey is provided in Appendix B. 
The measurement position is described as follows: 
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MP1 Set back approximately 130 metres from Taramakau Highway (SH6) and 16 metres from Greymouth 
Kumara Tramway and is broadly representative of the existing traffic noise environment at the 
notional boundary of the dwellings closest to the hall.  

Table 4: Noise survey results 

Position Start time End time Measured noise levels 

 hrs hrs dB LAeq (15min) dB LAFmax 

MP1 1600 1616 51 66 

 1617 1633 51 60 

Unattended Noise Logger  2100  0100 45 64 

 
At the time of the noise survey, the ambient noise environment was influenced by traffic on SH6 and 
Greymouth Kumara Tramway, both of which have speed limits of 100 km/hr. Other contributions noted 
during the attended measurements include a regularly crowing rooster and bird song. 

To understand the existing ambient noise levels through the evening and night-time, when events are 
proposed to occur, Figure 2 and Figure 3 LAeq) LAmax) noise 
levels respectively.  

Figure 2 shows the gradual reduction in average ambient noise level over the evening period into night-time. 
A similar gradual reduction in maximum noise levels is observed in Figure 3,  with peaks being observed as a 
result in vehicles driving past on Greymouth-Kumara Tramway.  

Figure 2: Measured 15-minute average ambient noise levels  
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Figure 3: Measured event LAmax levels  

 

EVENT NOISE LEVELS 

We understand that proposed events in the hall include weddings, community music events and funerals.  As 
amplified music is not proposed, any music will be generated with acoustic instruments which we anticipate 
may include guitars, ukuleles, violins etc.  We have assumed that acoustic instruments will not include drums.   

To encompass this range of activity we have modelled a social event with two main noise generating 
activities - noise breakout from the hall and car movements in the carpark as follows:  

 A reverberant sound level inside the hall of 92 dB LA10.   
(Based on our 
minimum sound transmission loss of approximately 30 dB Rw) 

 Car movements of 70 dB LAE at 3m (LA10 basis)  
Assuming all 38 cars leave from the southern exit opposite Kahikatea Place in a 15-minute period  

Table 5 summarises the predicted noise levels at the nearest dwellings, compared to the most stringent noise 
limit of 45 dB LA10. 

Table 5: Calculated noise levels from hall and car parking activity  

Notional boundary 
receiver location 

Event within the hall Event and Cars exiting 
from southern driveway 

Compliance Noise limit 

 dB LA10 dB LA10  dB LA10 

20 Greymouth-
Kumara Tramway 

42 43  45 

26 Greymouth-
Kumara Tramway 

40 41  45 

The predicted levels indicate that the proposed activities will comply with the most stringent consented noise 
limit of 45 dB LA10.  

We have not applied any duration or Special Audible Characteristic corrections that would be permitted for 
daytime events under Section 6.3 and 6.4 of New Zealand Standard NZS 6802:2008 Acoustics - Environmental 
Noise.  
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ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Based on our assessment, noise emissions are anticipated to comply with the most stringent noise limit of 
45 dB LA10 and will be consistent with the residential noise amenity anticipated by the WDP permitted activity 
noise limits. 

Furthermore, our noise measurements indicate a relatively elevated ambient noise environment up until 
1am of 42 to 49 dB LAeq from traffic noise on both SH6 and Greymouth Kumara Tramway.  

On this basis, we consider that the proposed variation to activities will result in a less than minor change in 
noise effect, compared to the consented noise limits. 

Should consent be granted, we recommend that existing noise related consent conditions are retained (refer 
Conditions 16 and 17 in Appendix A)  

Please contact us is you have any queries. 

Yours faithfully 

MARSHALL DAY ACOUSTICS LIMITED 

 

Elena Salmond 
Acoustic Consultant 
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APPENDIX A EXISTING CONSENT NOISE SPECIFICATIONS 

 
 

APPENDIX B NOISE SURVEY DETAILS 

The key details of the noise survey are as follows: 

Date: 1/07/2025  2/07/2025, 1600 -1000 hrs 

Personnel: Elena Salmond, Marshall Day Acoustics 

Weather: Average temperature 8 C, 0% cloud coverage, calm wind 

Instrumentation: Sound Level Meter: NTI XL2, SN A2A-2046-E0, calibration due 04/04/2026  
01dB CUBE Noise Monitoring Terminal, serial 11191, calibration due 19/06/2027 
Calibrator: Brüel & Kjær Type 4231, SN 1882775, calibration due 22/02/2025 

Calibration: Field calibration of the equipment was carried out before measurements, and the 
calibration checked after measurements. Observed change less than 0.1 dB. 
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18 July 2025 

Beverley Loader 
c/- anna@scoped.nz 
 
Attention: Beverley Loader 

By email: anna@scoped.nz 

Dear Beverley, 

1. This letter is an addendum to the Integrated Transport Assessment (ITA) dated 7 October 
2024, prepared for Beverley Loader in support of a consent variation for Melody Hall, 
located at 240 Taramakau Highway (State Highway 6), Kumara Junction. While the 
original ITA primarily addressed transport-related effects on State Highway 6, this 
addendum focuses on the local road network — specifically, the function of Kahikatea 
Place (including its intersection with Greymouth-Kumara Tramway and nearby vehicle 
crossings) — and assesses potential transport-related effects on neighbouring properties 
at 20 and 26 Greymouth-Kumara Tramway. 

Existing Local Road Network 

2. The key characteristics of Kahikatea Place and Greymouth-Kumara Tramway are 
summarised in Table 1. 

3. Within the vicinity of the site, there are four properties along Greymouth-Kumara 
Tramway and seven properties on Kahikatea Place. 

Table 1: Carriageway characteristics 

Key Feature Greymouth-Kumara Tramway Kahikatea Place 

Road Classification  Local Road Local Road 

Cross-Section Description  6.3m wide carriageway 5.0m wide carriageway 

Gradient Flat Flat 

Alignment Straight Straight 

Traffic Volumes (veh/d)  50 (Mobile Road, 2023) 10 (Mobile Road, 2023) 

Speed (km/h) 100 100 

Mean Operating Speed (km/h) 37 (MegaMaps) 25 (MegaMaps) 

Pedestrian and Cycling Infrastructure  None available None available 

Public Transport  None available None available 
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Greymouth-Kumara Tramway / Kahikatea Place / Site Access Intersection

4. The southern site access and Kahikatea Place form a 90-degree four-way priority-
controlled intersection, as shown in Figure 1. There are no road markings on either legs 
of the intersection and each leg of the intersection is straight and relatively flat. There is a 
light pole installed in front of the site which illuminates the access and intersection during 
hours of darkness.

5. The majority of exiting vehicles will be heading northbound towards SH6, where priority of 
traffic will favour left turning traffic from Kahikatea Place and through traffic south of the 
intersection.

6. A queueing space of 7.2m is provided on the site at the southern site access.

Figure 1: Kahikatea Place / Greymouth-Kumara Tramway / Site Access Intersection

Crash History

7. A search of the NZTA Crash Analysis System (CAS) database has been carried out for 
Kahikatea Place, its intersection with the site, and Greymouth-Kumara Tramway until 
360m south of its intersection with SH6 for the period of 2020 to 2024, plus the records 
available for 2025. The search area is illustrated in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: CAS Search Area

8. No crashes were reported within the search parameters which indicates that there are no 
underlying road safety deficiencies in the vicinity of the site, including any issues relating 
to vehicle accesses, and the intersection of Kahikatea Place and Greymouth-Kumara 
Tramway.

Assessment of Transport Effects

Traffic Generation

9. As outlined in the ITA, trip generation for events at Melody Hall is primarily influenced by 
guest numbers, the event type, and the availability of on-site parking, which is limited to 
38 spaces. Based on data from comparable urban and rural event centres, an average 
car occupancy of approximately 3.0 guests per vehicle has been adopted, along with 
single-occupant travel for staff. This is specific to the wedding and events scenario, which 
was considered to be the worst-case scenario in terms of traffic generation.

10. Using these assumptions, estimated peak hour traffic generation ranges from 5 to 55 
vehicle movements per hour, with daily traffic volumes reaching up to 110 vehicles per 
day depending on the event size. The worst-case scenario (as a wedding including setup 
and pack-down) is expected to generate approximately 96 vehicle movements. While it is 
theoretically possible for up to three community events to occur in a single day, 
generating a combined total of up to 288 vehicle movements, such occurrences are 
expected to be rare given the proposed annual cap of 30 events, as listed in the consent 
conditions, and the low likelihood of full occupancy.

11. Most events are anticipated to take place outside of traditional commuter peak periods, 
further minimising potential disruption to the surrounding network. It is also relevant to 
note that existing traffic volumes on the surrounding local roads is low, with Kahikatea 
Place and Greymouth-Kumara Tramway carrying approximately 10 and 50 vehicles per 
day, respectively.
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12. Given both vehicle accesses to Melody Hall are located at or north of the Kahikatea Place 
and Greymouth-Kumara Tramway intersection, event-related traffic is not expected to 
travel past this point. The closest residential vehicle crossing is approximately 40 metres 
south of the southern access, at 20 Greymouth-Kumara Tramway. To ensure that event 
traffic does not interfere with nearby properties, on-street parking spillover is prohibited.
For events exceeding 105 guests, a Transport Management Plan (TMP) will be required 
under the consent conditions to manage access, parking, and guest transport logistics.
This has been agreed to by the New Zealand Transport Agency.

13. Residents of Kahikatea Place and properties further south on Greymouth-Kumara 
Tramway, such as 20 and 26, are not expected to experience delays or disruption from 
the activity. Vehicles exiting Kahikatea Place will generally be turning left toward State 
Highway 6 and will retain priority over vehicles exiting Melody Hall. Likewise, vehicles 
leaving the venue must give way to through traffic, ensuring unobstructed access for 
neighbouring residents which are located south of the accesses to Melody Hall.

14. Furthermore, it is anticipated that any guests/event organisers associated with the four 
residential properties to the south of the access on Greymouth Kumara Tramway would 
walk to the site; therefore, right turn movements into the site are highly unlikely. In this 
respect, no conflicting right-turn movements between the sight access and Kahikatea 
Place are anticipated. 

15. Overall, considering the limited frequency of events, low surrounding traffic volumes, and 
site-specific access controls, the proposed activity is not expected to adversely affect the 
efficiency, or convenience of the local road network or nearby residential properties.

Safety

16. A review of crash data for the local road network did not identify any reported incidents 
that would indicate existing safety concerns, including those related to poor visibility for 
vehicles entering or exiting private accesses or at the Kahikatea Place / Greymouth-
Kumara Tramway intersection.

17. Although the posted speed limit on Greymouth-Kumara Tramway is 100 km/h, data from 
MegaMaps indicates a significantly lower mean operating speed of 37 km/h reflecting a 
slow-speed rural environment. This low-speed environment further supports safe access 
and manoeuvring for both existing residents and vehicles associated with Melody Hall.

18. Using this operating speed, the Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 4a (AGRD04a) 
recommends a Safe Intersection Sight Distance (SISD) of 66 metres, based on a 2.5-
second driver reaction time and a deceleration coefficient of 0.36. The Westland District 
Plan (WDP), by comparison, requires a more conservative sight distance of 150 metres 
for accesses onto roads with a 100 km/h speed limit. The required sight distances are 
shown relative to the Kahikatea Place / Greymouth-Kumara Tramway intersection in 
Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Site Distances

19. As shown in Figure 4 and Figure 5, the intersection with SH6 is visible from the site 
access looking north, and the full extent of Greymouth-Kumara Tramway is visible to the 
south. These views satisfy both the Austroads SISD and the WDP requirements. Figure 
6 also shows that approximately 130 metres of Kahikatea Place is visible from the site 
access. Additionally, lighting has been installed at the site access to enhance visibility 
during hours of darkness, further improving safety conditions.
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Figure 4: Northern visibility from site access

Figure 5: Southern visibility from site access
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Figure 6: Visibility of Kahikatea Place from site access

20. The closest neighbouring property, 20 Greymouth-Kumara Tramway, is located 
approximately 40 metres south of the site’s southern access. As shown in Figure 7, this 
access also benefits from excellent visibility to the north, ensuring safe movement from 
the property.

Figure 7: Northern visibility from No. 20 Greymouth-Kumara Tramway access

21. Overall, the available sight distances at all relevant access points exceed the required 
standards, and no historic crashes suggest any pre-existing safety concerns. The 
anticipated increase in vehicle movements associated with events is therefore not 
expected to compromise road safety. In addition, the internal parking area has been 
designed with sufficient dimensions and manoeuvring space to ensure vehicles can enter 
and exit the site in a forward direction, minimising conflict with through traffic and 
reducing the risk of reversing-related incidents. Moreover, it is expected that up to 26 of 
the 38 on-site parking spaces will be accessed via the southern vehicle crossing, with the 
remainder likely to use the northern access. This distribution helps to reduce the number 
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of vehicle movements through the Kahikatea Place / Greymouth-Kumara Tramway 
intersection, further minimising potential traffic effects at this location.

Conclusions

22. This addendum to the ITA dated 7 October 2024 addresses Council’s request to assess 
local transport effects arising from the proposed consent variation for Melody Hall at 240 
Taramakau Highway, with a particular focus on Kahikatea Place and the neighbouring 
properties at 20 and 26 Greymouth-Kumara Tramway.

23. Transport-related effects have been comprehensively assessed in the original ITA, 
including trip generation, parking provision, and impacts on the wider road network, 
particularly State Highway 6. This addendum supplements that assessment by 
considering localised effects within the immediate road environment.

24. Traffic associated with the activity is infrequent (up to 30 events per year), constrained by 
38 on-site parking spaces, and is expected to occur outside of typical commuter peak 
periods. Vehicle movements are unlikely to extend beyond the site’s two accesses or 
result in spillover parking.

25. Nearby properties on Kahikatea Place and Greymouth-Kumara Tramway, including 20 
and 26 Greymouth-Kumara Tramway, will retain priority over vehicles exiting the site. In 
addition, no interference with existing access or neighbouring vehicle movements is 
anticipated. The on-site parking area has been designed with adequate manoeuvring 
space to allow all vehicles to enter and exit in a forward direction, removing the need to 
reverse onto the road and maintaining safe and efficient access. Sight distances at all 
accesses meet or exceed relevant standards, and crash data confirms there are no 
existing safety concerns. To ensure larger events are appropriately managed, a 
Transport Management Plan (TMP) will be required for any event hosting more than 105 
guests.

26. Overall, the proposal is not expected to result in adverse effects on the safety, efficiency, 
or accessibility of the local road network.

27. We trust this addendum satisfactorily addresses the transport-related matters raised by 
Council. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if any further clarification is 
required.

Yours sincerely,

Novo Group Limited

Jonas Yang

Transport Engineer

M: 021 826 087  |  O: 03 365 5570

E: jonas@novogroup.co.nz  |  W: www.novogroup.co.nz



n o v o g r o u p . c o . n z

1433001



21/07/25 
 
Planning Manager 
Westland District Council 
Hokitika 
 
 
Dear Olivia 
 
I am writing in relation to Melody Hall and the amended resource consent application 
currently under consideration.   
 

decided at Council level, and maybe from within your office.   We believe that as the 
community association representing the KJ community we should have been identified 
as an interested party to the application process from the outset.  We were not and only 
recently became aware the process was already advanced. 
 
The Westland District Council has previously identified our Society over a number of 
interactions (allocation of funds, walking track development, community development 
discussions) at least by implication that we represent the local community.  
 
We are an incorporated society, hold general meetings to which the community is 
invited, run a closed social media group with over 250 members and through a range of 
activities and projects aim to support local community development and the 
development of community amenities. The community boundaries include the Melody 
Hall and immediate neighbours and stretches south to Acre Creek and about half way 
up the Kumara straight on SH73 to the east.   
 

some matters which do not appear to 
been so far addressed in submissions and which highlight the importance of the 
community hall to the Kumara Junction community. 
 
We would bring to the table an historical context  attesting to the growth and 
development of the KJ community over the past 25 years as new sections have been 
developed and families have moved into the area and the significant loss of amenities 
experienced over that time (closure of the primary school, community hall, local pub, 
possible closure of the Honey café). 
 
We argue that the beautiful hall generously built by Bev Loader, for the use of the whole 
community, is essential to providing a centre for community activities and so 
supporting the sense of community in this now growing and important community of 
ours. 
 
We note that community centres are generally accepted as having a vital role including 
such functions as providing social interaction and community building, health and well 
being opportunities, emergency response centres serving as shelters, distribution 



points and locations for emergency equipment; altogether providing a vital hub for 
social interaction, resource provision and overall community development contributing 
to a stronger, healthier and more vibrant neighbourhood 
 
We understand the concerns of the 2 immediate households who have submitted  on 
the possible scale of activities and the subsequent impact on their quiet enjoyment of 
their lives. The practical reality is the level of activity indicated in the request for 
amendment of the resource consent would never occur. This is a rural setting on the 
West Coast which would never see anything close to 200 events per year. It should be 
compared to the Kumara Hall, the Camerons Hall or even the Barrytown Hall which 
would be lucky to see 10 evening functions involving 100 people over a year and be over 
and closed by midnight with no adverse effects on those living close by. 
 
We also normal community activities should be restricted. 
Community groups should be able to hold meetings or markets or get togethers... as 
required/wanted. There is very adequate gated parking and cars leaving would not pose 
any further irritation to residents than cars driving up and down the Greymouth Kumara 
Tram or the heavy vehicles using the state highway.  
 

 and restricted to 5 or 6 per year in the original 
application would go some way to remedying this unfortunate situation...is an event 
any use of the hall eg an afternoon meeting of the Civil Defence committee or is it an 
evening social event with music, dancing and a door cover charge, or a wedding 
function, finished at 11pm and cleared by 12MN. Logic and good sense would say it is 
the latter, but it is the former that had been enforced. 
 
The availability and ongoing use of Melody Hall will do a lot to connect new residents to 
the community and aid the ongoing building of a sense of community, an important part 

 
 
In discussions with Bev we understand she has undertaken a number of remedial 
actions to satisfy concerns of neighbours with regards to potentially disruptive noise 
and parking issues. Our view is that if those concerns are alleviated then the 
community should be able to have much wider access to this very desirable amenity 
than is currently possible. 
 
To highlight the untenable nature of the current restrictions; our committee is 
effectively barred from using the hall.  We meet once a month on a Thursday evening 
from 7.00 p.m. until as late as 9.30 p.m. If we were to hold our meetings at the Melody 
Hall, not only would we exceed the current allowance of activities, others would also be 
prevented from using the facility.  
 
We understand we could write a letter making and expanding on the points above but  
advice received by us  is that it would carry no weight and may not even be considered 

will allow us to present to the Commissioner and explain why we believe the soul of this 










































