
 

 

 

 

CLASS 4 GAMBLING VENUE POLICY 2018 

 

1. Objectives of the Policy 
 

1.1 To  minimise the harm to the community caused by gambling; 
1.2 To control the growth of gambling in the District; 
1.3 To ensure the Council and the community have influence over the provision of new 

gambling venues in the District; 
1.4 To allow those who wish to participate in gaming machine or TAB gambling to do so 

responsibly within the District. 
 

2. TAB Venues  
 

No new TAB stand-alone TABs may be established in Westland. 

 

3. Where Class 4 Gambling Venues may be established  
 

3.1 The number of venues within the Westland District outside of Hokitika is capped at 
three, with two of these three venues being located in the glacier country. 

3.2 No new venues may be established in Hokitika.  
3.3 If an existing Hokitika venue closes and relinquishes machines, the permitted number 

of venues and machines would reduce as per a sinking lid policy, with the exception 
of a venue that is not funded by a nationwide trust or society. 

3.4 In a neighbourhood not being primarily associated with family or children’s activities. 
3.5 An existing Class 4 venue affected by earthquake-related risk or event, a destructive 

event, lease termination or new planned facilities shall be permitted to relocate 
within their current census mesh block area if Council grants consent in respect of a 
new venue to replace an existing venue  

3.6 New venues must provide an open area for Class 4 Gambling. 
 

4. Number of gaming machines to be allowed  
 



4.1 New venues outside Hokitika shall be allowed a maximum of no more than 4 gaming 
machines; 

4.2 Venues with licences issued after 17 October 2001 and operating fewer than 9 gaming 
machines shall be allowed to increase the number of gaming machines operated at 
the venue to 9; 

4.3 Existing venues with licences issued before 17 October 2001 shall be able to increase 
the number of gaming machines in the venue to no more than 9 and where, at the 
date of the adoption of this policy, existing numbers of machines are greater than 9, 
that number can be maintained. 

 

5. Applications 
 

Applications for consent for new venues must be made on the approved form and must 

provide: 

 

5.1 Name and contact details of the applicant; 
5.2 Street address of the premises; 
5.3 A site plan covering both gambling and other activities proposed for the venue; 
5.4 Details of any liquor licence(s) applying to the premises; 
5.5 Any relevant gambling harm minimisation policies; 
5.6 Suitability of the applicant. 

 

6. Decision Making 
 

6.1 Upon receipt of a complete application form containing all required information and 
the full application fee, the Council has 30 working days to determine a decision; 

6.2 The decision on an application will be made by the appropriate Council Committee 
pursuant to delegated authority and be based on the criteria detailed in this policy. 

6.3 Where applications for Class 4 Gambling Consents can be demonstrated to be in full 
compliance with Council’s Class 4 Gambling Policy, the approval of the application is 
delegated to the Chief Executive Officer. 

 

7. Application Fees 
 

These will be set by the Council from time to time, and shall include consideration of: 

7.1 The cost of processing the application, including any consultation and hearings 
involved; 

7.2 The cost of establishing and triennially reviewing the Class 4 Gambling Venue and TAB 
Venue policy; 

7.3 The cost of inspecting Class 4 Gambling Venues on a regular basis to ensure 
compliance with consent conditions; 

7.4 A contribution towards the cost of triennial assessments of the economic and social 
impact of gambling in the district. 



 

8. Monitoring and Review 
 

8.1 The Council will review the policy within 3 years of its adoption and then within 3 
years of that review and each subsequent review; 

8.2 The Council will monitor the social and economic impact of gambling on the 
community as part of the policy review process; 

8.3 The Council may amend this policy as a result of the findings of the social and 
economic impact monitoring; 

8.4 Any review or amendment of this policy will be undertaken in accordance with the 
special consultative procedure outlined in the Local Government Act 2002. 

 

9. Commencement of Policy  
 

9.1 This policy is required to be adopted by the Council in accordance with the special 
consultative procedure provided for in the Local Government Act 2002. 

 

9.2 This policy will take effect from 23 November 2018. 
 


